FIRST OVER EVEREST
It was disappointing that we had no chance to take this large
infra-red camera to over 30,000 feet on a clear day, and secure
pictures along the Himalayas. The question of heating the
camera prevented us from using it above 25,000 feet; neverthe-
less, we have every reason to be pleased with results. The
improvised mechanism worked far better than could have been
anticipated. The calculations as regards angles came out exactly,
so that the centre of the picture was just where one wanted it
to be on the plate. On the day available for these photographs,
the weather did not favour us; in fact, both the Everest range
and the Kangchenjunga group were covered with cumulus
cloud. The infra-red plates penetrated the mist admirably, but
not the actual clouds themselves, nor the dust rising up from
the plains.
The result of infra-red photography on a cumulus cloud
was to bring out the colour values remarkably well, and to
emphasise the beauty of graduation of light and shade, not only
on the clouds, but on the mountains themselves, in a way that
was beyond the scope of other photographic art.
Of aU the numerous scientific matters with which the expedi-
tion was concerned, it was apparent that meteorological and
weather conditions would be of primary importance.
The weather conditions for aircraft are different to those
affecting a ground expedition. The quection of cold would
vitally affect the climbers, but had no significance for aeroplanes
—in fact, to the contrary, since there was evidence to show that
the character of the air would be favourable for flight, at any
rate as regards its sustaining power towards the winds, for
climbing aircraft in excessive cold than in great heat.
The outstanding meteorological factors at the outset were in
the first place, the presence of clouds in the valleys and over the
mountains, and secondly the force of the wind.
The clouds assumed paramount importance, the expedition
being essentially dependent on photography to produce the
desired results, whether scientific or pictorial.
These rested on the taking of continuous strips of vertical
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